
The Angel of the Lord 

●​ Genesis 16:10-14: “The angel of the LORD also said to her, “I will surely 
multiply your offspring so that they cannot be numbered for multitude.” And 
the angel of the LORD said to her: “Behold, you are pregnant and shall bear a 
son. You shall call his name Ishmael, because the LORD has listened to your 
affliction. He shall be a wild donkey of a man, his hand against everyone and 
everyone's hand against him, and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.” 
So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, “You are a God of 
seeing,” for she said, “Truly here I have seen him who looks after me.”” 

○​ The angel has the power to create life. Who is the only one who can 
create life? God. Further, when Haggar hears from the angel what is her 
response? She called out the name of Yahweh who spoke to her, called 
him God. She attributes the angel as Yahweh. 

○​ Genesis 32:3: “And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his 
brother in the land of Seir, the country of Edom,” 

■​ The word for messengers is the same word used in ANGEL. 
Context clues are important when we are reading so we know who 
is being discussed. Is it a singular personal with the definite article 
“The Angel of the LORD”? That is never going to be just a 
regular created angel. 

●​ Genesis 22:11-12: “But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and 
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay 
your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, 
seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 

●​ Genesis 22:15-18: “And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time 
from heaven and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because 
you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely 
bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as 
the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his 
enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, 
because you have obeyed my voice.” 

○​ Who was speaking? The angel. What does the angel say? That Abraham 
didn’t hide Isaac from HIM. The HE will bless Abraham. That HE will 
multiply the offsprings. He declares himself as Yahweh! 
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●​ Genesis 31:11-13: “Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob,’ and 
I said, ‘Here I am!’ And he said, ‘Lift up your eyes and see, all the goats that 
mate with the flock are striped, spotted, and mottled, for I have seen all that 
Laban is doing to you. I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and 
made a vow to me. Now arise, go out from this land and return to the land of 
your kindred.’” 

○​ The angel claims to Jacob to be the God of Beth-El, the place where 
Abraham first encountered Yahweh, where Jacob had his ladder dream. 
Beth-El means ‘House of God’ and was named by Jacob as such after his 
dream.  

●​ Genesis 48:15-16: “And he blessed Joseph and said, ‘The God before whom 
my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has been my shepherd all 
my life long to this day, the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the 
boys, and in them let my name be carried on, and the name of my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac, and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the 
earth.’” 

○​ Jacob is calling for a blessing on his grandsons from God yet once he 
interchangeably refers to him as “the angel who redeemed me”.  

○​ “May HE bless” - singular 
●​ Exodus 3:2-6: “And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire 

out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it 
was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, 
why the bush is not burned.” When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, 
God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place 
on which you are standing is holy ground.” And he said, “I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.” 

○​ Who is it that appears in the bush? The angel. Yet who does it say right 
after is speaking from the bush? Yahweh. It says Moses would not look 
at the bush for he was afraid to look at God, that he was on holy ground.  

●​ Exodus 3:14-16: “God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this 
to the people of Israel: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, 
“Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is 
my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations. 



Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, ‘The Lord, the God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to 
me, saying, “I have observed you and what has been done to you in Egypt,” 

○​ I AM 
○​ “The Lord appeared before me” 

●​ Exodus 23:20-22: “‘Behold, I send an angel before you to guard you on the 
way and to bring you to the place that I have prepared. Pay careful attention to 
him and obey his voice; do not rebel against him, for he will not pardon your 
transgression, for my name is in him But if you carefully obey his voice and do 
all that I say, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your 
adversaries.’” 

○​ This angel has the name of Yahweh in him, he has the power to forgive 
sins. Who is the only one that can have the name of God and forgive 
sins? God. 

■​ Adoni / Hashem 
■​ Name presence examples - Deuteronomy 12:4-11; Psalm 20:1-7; 

2 Samuel 6:2; Isaiah 30:27, 63:9; John 17:6 
●​ Joshua 5:13-6:2: When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, 

and behold, a man was standing before him with his drawn sword in his hand. 
And Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our 
adversaries?” And he said, “No; but I am the commander of the army of the 
Lord. Now I have come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and 
worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say to his servant?” And the 
commander of the Lord's army said to Joshua, “Take off your sandals from 
your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. 
Now Jericho was shut up inside and outside because of the people of Israel. 
None went out, and none came in. And the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have 
given Jericho into your hand, with its king and mighty men of valor.” 

○​ Holy ground 
○​ “Drawn sword in hand”  

■​ Numbers 22:22-23: “But God's anger was kindled because he 
went, and the angel of the Lord took his stand in the way as his 
adversary. Now he was riding on the donkey, and his two servants 
were with him. And the donkey saw the angel of the Lord 
standing in the road, with a drawn sword in his hand. And the 
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donkey turned aside out of the road and went into the field. And 
Balaam struck the donkey, to turn her into the road.” 

■​ 1 Chronicles 21:16-19: “And David lifted his eyes and saw the 
angel of the Lord standing between earth and heaven, and in his 
hand a drawn sword stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David 
and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. And 
David said to God, “Was it not I who gave command to number 
the people? It is I who have sinned and done great evil. But these 
sheep, what have they done? Please let your hand, O Lord my 
God, be against me and against my father's house. But do not let 
the plague be on your people.” Now the angel of the Lord had 
commanded Gad to say to David that David should go up and 
raise an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Ornan the 
Jebusite. So David went up at Gad's word, which he had spoken in 
the name of the Lord.” 

●​ We also see presence of the name again in v19 
●​ Judges 2:1-5: “Now the angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to Bochim. And 

he said, “I brought you up from Egypt and brought you into the land that I 
swore to give to your fathers. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant with you, 
and you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall 
break down their altars.’ But you have not obeyed my voice. What is this you 
have done? So now I say, I will not drive them out before you, but they shall 
become thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare to you.” As soon as 
the angel of the Lord spoke these words to all the people of Israel, the people 
lifted up their voices and wept. And they called the name of that place Bochim. 
And they sacrificed there to the Lord.” 

○​ The angel claims to be the one who brought them from Egypt and into 
the land HE swore to give to the people 

●​ Judges 6:11-27: “Now the angel of the Lord came and sat under the terebinth at 
Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was 
beating out wheat in the winepress to hide it from the Midianites. And the angel 
of the Lord appeared to him and said to him, “The Lord is with you, O mighty 
man of valor.”...So Gideon took ten men of his servants and did as the Lord had 
told him. But because he was too afraid of his family and the men of the town 
to do it by day, he did it by night. ” 
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●​ Judges 13:17-23: “And Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “What is your 
name, so that, when your words come true, we may honor you?” And the angel 
of the Lord said to him, “Why do you ask my name, seeing it is wonderful?” So 
Manoah took the young goat with the grain offering, and offered it on the rock 
to the Lord, to the one who works wonders, and Manoah and his wife were 
watching. And when the flame went up toward heaven from the altar, the angel 
of the Lord went up in the flame of the altar. Now Manoah and his wife were 
watching, and they fell on their faces to the ground. The angel of the Lord 
appeared no more to Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was 
the angel of the Lord. And Manoah said to his wife, “We shall surely die, for 
we have seen God.” But his wife said to him, “If the Lord had meant to kill us, 
he would not have accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering at our hands, 
or shown us all these things, or now announced to us such things as these.” 

○​ When the angel was asked his name so he could be honored, he 
responded that it was too wonderful. Once hearing the angel’s response, 
Manoah makes an offering to Yahweh. 

○​ “Wonderful” = pilʼîy 
■​ Wonderful, incomprehensible  

○​ Genesis 32:24-30: “And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with 
him until the breaking of the day. When the man saw that he did not 
prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob's hip was put 
out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the 
day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless 
me.” And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 
Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for 
you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” Then 
Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it 
that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the 
name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and 
yet my life has been delivered.” 

■​ “Why do you ask my name” 
■​ Saw God face to face and did not die 

●​ Daniel 10:4-21, 12:5-6: On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was 
standing on the bank of the great river (that is, the Tigris) I lifted up my eyes 
and looked, and behold, a man clothed in linen, with a belt of fine gold from 
Uphaz around his waist. His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance 
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of lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of 
burnished bronze, and the sound of his words like the sound of a 
multitude…Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two others stood, one on this 
bank of the stream and one on that bank of the stream. And someone said to the 
man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream, “How long shall 
it be till the end of these wonders?” 

○​ Man in linen separate from other angels present, explicitly Michael 
■​ Michael is considered preincarnate Jesus by JW’s  

●​ Zechariah 1:12-13: Then the angel of the Lord said, ‘O Lord of hosts, how long 
will you have no mercy on Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, against which you 
have been angry these seventy years?’ And the Lord answered gracious and 
comforting words to the angel who talked with me. 

○​ Angel as intercessor 
●​ Zechariah 3:1-2: “Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before 

the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. And 
the LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, O Satan! The LORD who has 
chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand plucked from the fire?”” 

○​ Joshua is standing next to the Angel and Satan. Who then does it say 
speaks to Satan? Yahweh! 

●​ Zechariah 3:3-5: “Now Joshua was standing before the angel, clothed with 
filthy garments. And the angel said to those who were standing before him, 
“Remove the filthy garments from him.” And to him he said, “Behold, I have 
taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with pure 
vestments.”” 

○​ Again, the angel is claiming to be forgiving sins and offering 
righteousness, something only God can do. 

●​ Malachi 3:1-2: Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way 
before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and 
the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says 
the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can 
stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. 

○​ Messenger of the covenant 
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